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4-Day Content Area Literacy Thematic Unit
Planning Guide
James Young
Social Studies   					Grade Level: 6
Theme: Social Justice
Why does racial prejudice still exists? 
Content Area Standards: CR6.1 Identify physical and political factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict among people
   Literacy [ELA] Standards selected for this unit: (indicate source if not MS CCRS)
· Reading Literature (RL): RL.6.1/RL.6.3
· Reading Informational Text (RI): RI.6.1/RI.6.3
· Writing (W): W.6.1/ W.6.3
· Speaking and Listening (SL): SL.6.1/ SL.6.4
· Language (L): L.6.1/L.6.2b
Text Set: List each item’s title/author etc., using correct APA format. Explain your rationale for choosing each item.
· Text #1: 
·  Nonfiction (Informational): Coles, R.,& Ford, G. (1995). The Story of Ruby Bridges
· Rationale: Ruby Bridges confronts the hostility of white parents as she integrate a school in New Orleans.

· Text #2:
· Genre: Fiction
· Rationale: 

· Text #3:
·  Visual Literacy: Magic, V. (2020). When George Floyd Called For His Mama, I Felt Pain Because I’m Someone’s Mama
· Rationale: It addresses police brutality 

· Text #4:
·  Media item (audio/video): The documentary, Selma The Bridge to the Ballot (40 Min)
· Rationale: It is the story of a students and teachers and activist non-violent battle to win voting rights

· Text #5:
· Fiction: Belafonte, H. (2019). We Are The Change
· Rationale: Life and sermons of Dr. King

	
Final ProjectAll final projects must be completed to receive a grade for the course.  Failure to complete the final projects will result in a final grade of F, no matter what grade you had prior to those final projects being due.  The final paper covers the topics discussed and presented in the course. This assignment is due in Unit 6.4-day Content Area Literacy Thematic Unit Plan – You will design and defend an instructional unit for a content area other than reading that provides your students with the opportunity to gain an understanding of a topic through studying a variety of resources and genres utilizing a text set you curate.  Each week’s content area writing assignment is designed to prepare you for your Final Project. You will be incorporating those assignments into a four (4)-day unit utilizing a minimum of three (3) items from the 
text set you create early in the course.  Your plan must include both content area standards and literacy standards, instructional goals that are appropriate and attainable, daily classroom instructional plans that include before reading, during reading, and after reading activities, and accommodations for ELL or struggling learners.  You must choose a grade between 4th-12th and a content area theme that is approved by your instructor.See Appendix B for a scoring rubric and complete instructions for the Final Project. Final Project is due in Unit 6 Final Assessment Artifacts Some of the course Artifacts will be considered to be part of the Unit’s overall Assessment System and will be assessed, evaluated, and aggregated through the implementation of a scoring rubric.  Candidates will receive a copy of the assessment rubric before they are required to complete the Unit Assessment System Artifact.  Artifacts designated to be a part of the Unit Assessment System will identify and define the specific Unit Standards associated with that particular Artifact, which will be evaluated in order to provide the Unit with the data necessary to make informed course, program and unit improvements.  This assignment will be submitted as an artifact into Canvas to be assessed through the use of a rubric as part of the School of Education’s Quality Assurance Assessment System. 







Daily Lesson Plan Template
Content Area Literacy Unit Plan

	
	DAY 1
 Resources and description of lesson activities

	Text set item(s) used in the lesson
	

	Content area and ELA standards met in this lesson
	

	Instructional goals for this lesson
Statements that describe what students will know or be able to do at the end of the lesson, as a result of instruction. They must be specific and measurable.
	

	1. Before-Reading Activities 
	 

	2. During-Reading Activities:

Teacher Facilitation 
	 

	3. During-Reading Activities:

Student Engagement and Response 
	 

	4. After-Reading Activities 
	 

	Accommodations or differentiation strategies for this lesson, to meet the needs of all learners
	



*Expand as needed and replicate for additional days of the unit. 
Daily Lesson Plan Template
Content Area Literacy Unit Plan

	
	DAY 1
 Resources and description of lesson activities

	Text set item(s) used in the lesson
	5. Media item (audio/video): The documentary, Selma The Bridge to the Ballot (40 Min)


	Content area and ELA standards met in this lesson
	CR6.1 Identify physical and political factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict among people
SL.6.1


	Instructional goals for this lesson
Statements that describe what students will know or be able to do at the end of the lesson, as a result of instruction. They must be specific and measurable.
	5. Students will know the story about how students and teachers and activist non-violent battle to win voting rights. The students will be able to give information from the video that demonstrate non-violence.


	1. Before-Reading Activities 
	 The students will be introduced to the topic and asked to make predictions about the topic. All students will get involved. Each student will be given a square piece of paper to write the prediction down.

	2. During-Reading Activities:

Teacher Facilitation 
	 The teacher will read some of the predictions and students will make connections. The teacher will lead students in discussion of voting that has taken place in the last year that impacted the country getting a new president. 

	3. During-Reading Activities:

Student Engagement and Response 
	 The students will answer questions generated by the teacher that will cause them to examine the text more closely.

Students will work in small groups to discuss questions.

	4. After-Reading Activities 
	 The students will summarize the video.

	Accommodations or differentiation strategies for this lesson, to meet the needs of all learners
	The teacher will work with select students in small group to help them grasp more understanding. This group will focus on a few questions.





4-Day Content Area Literacy Thematic Unit
Planning Guide
James Young
Social Studies   					Grade Level: 6
What is the specific theme/topic for this cont
What is the essential question for the unit (real-world connection)? 
Content Area Standards selected for this unit: (please indicate source)
Literacy [ELA] Standards selected for this unit: (indicate source if not MS CCRS)
1. Reading Literature (RL):
1. Reading Informational Text (RI):
1. Writing (W): 
1. Speaking and Listening (SL):
1. Language (L): 
Text Set: List each item’s title/author etc., using correct APA format. Explain your rationale for choosing each item.
1. Text #1: 
6. Genre: Nonfiction (Informational)
6. Rationale: 

1. Text #2:
7. Genre: Fiction
7. Rationale: 

1. Text #3:
8. Genre: Visual Literacy
8. Rationale: 

1. Text #4:
9. Genre: Media item (audio/video):
9. Rationale: 

1. Text #5:
10. Genre: (your choice)
10. Rationale: 


Delete the following before submitting form
1. Instructions for filling out this form can be found on the following pages and in Unit 2 Writing Assignment instructions in Canvas.
1. Submit only this page as your Unit 2 Writing Assignment
1. This planning guide becomes the third page of your Final Project Thematic Unit Plan. 

Unit 2 Writing Assignment: 
Complete the one-page 4-Day Content Area Thematic Unit Planning Guide (provided on the Canvas course page) and submit it to your professor for approval. Once approved, this will be the foundation for your final project. See the Course Module Appendix B for a detailed description of your final project.
Guidelines for completing the Planning Guide 
1. What is the specific theme/topic for this content area unit? 
Choose a theme/topic in your content area that you would like to address in a unit plan. (i.e., History – Overcoming Adversity; Science – Uniquely and Wonderfully Made; Music – The Poetry of Rap Music...). 
If you are an English teacher, you may choose a theme that fits a novel you are studying. For example: To Kill a Mockingbird and The Great Depression.
If you are a math teacher, your theme should relate to a real-world application of a concept you are studying. For example: The Black Plague and probability.
1. What is the essential question for the unit (real-world connection)? 
This is the main idea or major concept you want your students to think about and understand during this unit.  It is the focus of your unit.

See this link for help. https://www.brighthubeducation.com/teaching-elementary-school/102262-writing-essential-questions-for-your-lesson-plans/

1. Content Area and Literacy (ELA) Standards for this unit.

1. You will find links to MS Content area standards here.  If you are not in MS, use your state’s standards.
https://mdek12.org/OAE/college-and-career-readiness-standards

Make sure your chosen unit theme/topic aligns with standards for your chosen grade – i.e. you can’t do a solar system unit if that topic is not part of your grade level’s science standards.  

1. Use this document for the ELA standards unless you are not in MS.  In that case, use your state’s standards. You can link to your chosen grade from the Table of Contents.
https://districtaccess.mde.k12.ms.us/curriculumandInstruction/MississippiCurriculumFrameworks/ELA/2016-MS-CCRS-ELA.pdf 

1. You need to list at least 2 standards for each of the 5 key ELA areas: Reading Literature (for the fiction text,) Reading Informational, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. You can find a description of these 5 key ELA areas on pages 17 and 18 of the document linked above.  You will defend your attainment of these standards within your unit as part of your final project.  

1. The Unit you create for your Final Project must meet your selected Standards.

1. Text set: List each item using correct APA format. Explain your rationale for choosing each item.  See Vacca, Chapter 11 for additional information about Text Sets.
Create a Text Set of five (5) items related to your chosen topic or theme.  These items will be used throughout the rest of this course and in your final project.  You must have access to the actual items – either hard copy or online is fine.  You will be required to use at least three (3) of these items in your final project.
Rationale – explain, in a couple of sentences, why you selected the item you did.  What value is it going to add to your unit?  Your reasons could be anything from content area information, literacy skills reinforcement, attention getting, reinforcing background knowledge….. 
You are required to include the following genres in your text set: Nonfiction, Fiction, Visual Literacy and Media.  The fifth item is your choice.
Description of Genre Types:
0. Non-fiction text – Informational (factual) book, chapter, magazine or newspaper article (print or online), or website.
0. Fiction text – examples include children's story/picture book (yes, you can use this with older students), short story, chapter book, novel, graphic novel, poem. As a reminder – fiction is “made up” so this may not be a factual (informational) picture book.
0. Visual Literacy item(s) – charts, graphs, drawings, photographs, maps or any print or online medium that requires students to analyze information presented in a visual format. Students should be gleaning information from the visual elements rather than by reading text.
For example:
0. Students could analyze population growth of an area by looking at data presented in a graph or table.
0. Students could make inferences about living conditions during a historical period by viewing a series of photographs. 
This genre may be in print or digital format but not a video.  The purpose is to require the students to meet Visual Literacy standards - gathering, analyzing, interpreting information presented visually. You can find further explanation here  https://www.edutopia.org/blog/ccia-10-visual-literacy-strategies-todd-finley
0. Media item (audio/video): videos, animations, audio speeches, audio books...
Reminder: Each week’s writing assignment is designed to prepare you for your Final Project (see Appendix B for a scoring rubric and a description of the final project). You are developing a content-area unit that incorporates literacy standards, NOT a literacy unit that integrates information from a content area. Your unit will be based on a theme of your choice which must be approved by the professor. 
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